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of evolution, and would not make the smallest per-
sonal sacrifice to further it.    Yet, from the very
manner in which this new element came into the
world, this single pursuit of their own good proves
to be that which could alone secure the success of
Nature's  scheme.    Pleasure means life and pain
means death.    This new element is nothing more
nor less than the moral element.    No such element
exists in Nature outside of this class of beings.
Nature is wholly unmoral.    The moral world is a
comparatively restricted one.    It is confined exclu-
sively to animal life, including, of course, human life.
Yet it is not to be despised.   To Nature at large it
is nothing.    To the sentient world it is everything.
Man belongs to that world and it is everything to
him.    Only it is needful that he should recognize
that it is no part of the scheme of Nature except
accidentally, or at most incidentally.    The realiza-
tion of this truth is calculated to teach him that
modesty which is essential even to his own welfare.
The prevalent view that ethics is a vast system coex-
tensive with the universe belongs to that class of
vainglorious conceptions that make up the anthropo-
centric philosophy of the pre-scientific period and of
the uninformed generally, and tends, like all crude
and vaunting ideas, to render men arrogant and
intolerant.    But having said thus much, it is neces-
sary to recognize also that sociology has no other
course left than to proceed upon the assumption that
the good is everything.